ANNEXURE K
The Concept of Quality Partners
The QCTO will be delegating some of its functions to parties referred to as Quality Partners. These bodies will be responsible for managing a series of formal CEP processes related to the design and development of Occupational Curricula, Qualifications and Qualification Assessment Specifications (guidelines). These parties will also set the criteria for Programme Approval. The draft regulations refer to these partners as Quality Development Partners.

The SSETA has applied to act as a Quality Development Partner to the QCTO for the development of some Occupational Curricula and Qualifications. Through the SSICTO department, the SSETA will be managing and supporting the process driven by the relevant Community of Expert Practice (CEP). This new process is highly fluid and will work on a fit-for-purpose basis.

The CEP operations will be facilitated by an expert or a team of experts. The QCTO aims to register these facilitators formally as qualified Curriculum Development Facilitators – meaning that they would have undergone training on the knowledge component, practical and received workplace exposure to receive a skills certificate.

An Assessment Quality Partner is appointed by the QCTO in terms of regulation 22. This partner is appointed by the QCTO for occupational qualifications or foundational learning. The national Artisan Moderating Body, when established in terms of section 26A of the Skills Development Act, must be deemed to be the assessment quality partner for all trades listed in terms of section 26B of the Skills Development Act. This partner is responsible for managing the quality of external assessments, and it will work closely with the Quality Development Partner on the Development of Qualification assessment specifications. The Assessment Quality Partner will facilitate the development, validation and maintenance f a data-bank of assessment items and tasks for the assessment of occupational qualifications (and designations) and develop & maintain a secure database of learner achievements. Occupational Assessment Practitioners for external assessments and moderation of occupational qualifications will have to achieve registration with the Assessment Quality Partner. This partner will also promote the continuous professional development of registered occupational assessment Practitioners, and make recommendations to the QCTO on the applications for the accreditation of assessment centres.

















An Illustration of the Partners in the Occupational Qualification Development Process
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